
Sacrament of Marriage

Initial questions to consider:

Q. Are one of you or both of you Baptised Catholic? 
A.	Yes – Please proceed to next question.
	 No – Only Catholic Weddings are permitted in a Catholic Church.  For a Catholic Wedding, at least 

one party must be Baptised Catholic.

Q. Have either of you been married before?
A.	No – Proceed to next question.
A. Yes – Is the party previously married a widow or widower and can provide a death certificate? 

Proceed to next question. 
	 Yes – Contact the Lismore Marriage Tribunal on 02 6621 7288 to discuss your options.

Q. What do I do first in planning our wedding ceremony?
Contact our Parish Office. You need to contact us no less than 6 months in advance, that you wish to 
have your wedding ceremony in the Parish. 
This will confirm the following information:
•	 The date of the wedding,
•	 The time of the wedding,
•	 The church or location where the wedding is to take place, and the priest who will officiate at the 

wedding.
Please note: It is the responsibility of the engaged couple to secure the booking with the church 
before making any commitments with caterers, reception venues, etc.

Q.	Where can we get married in Holy Spirit Parish?
The following churches are available for weddings in our Parish:
•	 St Finbarr’s Church – 50 Tennyson St, Byron Bay. 
•	 St Kevin’s Church – 1 Deacon St, Bangalow.
Or a different site upon agreement can be used for your wedding location. Please note approval is 
required from the Bishop of Lismore for all out-of-church locations.

Congratulations on your forthcoming wedding. 
In order to help you prepare, we have included the following information. 
There are both Church and Government requirements for marriage. Please read the provided 
information carefully so you understand what is required.
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Q.	What information do we need to supply before we meet with the Priest?
The following documents are required by the Church and/or the Commonwealth Government of 
Australia:
•	 A full birth certificate is required for both bride and groom.
•	 A recent copy of baptism certificates, (no more than 6 months old) if either the bride or 

groom or both are Catholic. You can apply to the Parish where you were baptised to obtain this 
certificate. If the bride or groom are not Catholic but have been baptised into another faith, any 
dated copy of their baptism certificate is required.

•	 Photo Identification – A Government requirement (eg: Driver’s License or passport).

Pre-Nuptial Inquiry Form
This is a Church document. We will assist you to complete this form.
If you are not an Australian citizen, or an Australian citizen who resides overseas, this document 
should be completed by the Parish Priest in your local Catholic Parish.

What details do we need to know in preparing the liturgy for our wedding? 
There are 2 liturgical (service) formats to choose from for your marriage Ceremony:
•	 A Nuptial Mass, that is centred on the Eucharist and also focuses on the Scriptures and vows and 

prayers of marriage or,
•	 A Wedding Service focusing on the Scriptures and the vows and prayers of marriage.
In deciding which liturgy to choose, it may be helpful to keep in mind this simple yet important point 
in making that choice: The marriage liturgy should reflect the level of faith commitment that the 
couple has in the Sacrament of Marriage. 
The Priest will assist you in making this choice.

Marriage Preparation Course
Each couple must complete a Marriage Preparation Course. It gives them the opportunity to deepen 
their appreciation and commitment to each other, their faith, and the Marriage Sacrament. Various 
online courses are available.

Priests from outside the Parish
A couple may wish to invite a priest from outside the parish to preside at their wedding. Any visiting 
priest will require formal authorisation from the Lismore Diocese. The visiting priest must contact 
our Parish Office to discuss the necessary documentation. They are also responsible for related 
matters such as rehearsals, etc.
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Photographs & Videos
Respecting the sanctity of the Church, still photographs and video filming may only be taken from 
specific locations within the Church. Please advise your photographer to speak to the Celebrant on 
arrival at the Church prior to the ceremony.

Flowers and Church Decorations
If you are having flowers delivered to the church, you will need to make prior arrangements with the 
Parish Office.
Pew-bows must be tied on only. Use of sticky tape, glue, blu-tac, staples or thumbtacks is not 
permitted!

Confetti etc
To comply with Occupational Health and Safety Regulations, the use of confetti, explosive streamers, 
rose petals or rice, is not allowed in or around the church buildings. 

Behaviour and Alcohol
It is the responsibility of the bridal party and families to ensure that you and your guests behave in a 
manner that is respectful to the Church and the Sacrament of Marriage. The drinking of alcohol on 
the grounds of the Church is not permitted.
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